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Why Grow Your Own Transplants? 
        Having the varieties you want when you want to plant them—that’s the great advantage of
growing your own transplants. The flip side of that coin is quality. If you can’t provide good
growing conditions, particularly plenty of bright light for growing seedlings, the quality of your
homegrown plants may not be all you desire. The big advantage of growing transplants yourself is
the wide choice of varieties available in seed. People who produce transplants commercially tend to
concentrate on a few popular varieties of each crop. Seed catalogs offer a much wider selection. If
you plant the seeds at the appropriate time and the seedlings grow well for you, you can have
transplants that are just the right size for planting in the garden at just the right time (Table 20.6).
You can have cool-weather crops like broccoli and kohlrabi to plant early in the spring and again
in midsummer for a fall crop. And you can have warm-weather crops like tomatoes for planting
after the danger of frost is past.

Materials
        You can successfully grow vegetable transplants indoors or outdoors if you use a suitable
growing structure. While a greenhouse is not essential, being able to control temperature, light,
moisture and ventilation is crucial. Day temperatures should be between 60° to 65°F for warm-
season crops. Keep the soil moist but not soggy. You can buy all the materials you need for
starting transplants under different brand names from local garden supply centers or through seed
and garden supply catalogs. Plant starting kits containing all the necessary equipment are also
available. Some have the seed already planted; you only need to add water and put them in a
suitable growing area. Fertilize the plants when the second true leaves appear. Use a liquid
fertilizer, such as 20-20-20 or liquid fish emulsion, at rates recommended on the package. Fertilize
again in another week or two. Pots made of peat are good for growing transplants, because plant
roots can easily grow through the sides. Do not remove the peat pot when you transplant, and it
will gradually decompose. Keeping the plants in the same container reduces transplant shock and
helps produce crops a few days earlier than scheduled. You can use egg cartons and paper cups,
but be sure to punch holes in the bottoms for good water drainage. Also, cut away these containers
before transplanting. Put individual pots in plastic, metal or wooden trays for growing and for
convenience when you water and handle them.

Growing Transplants Indoors 
       For indoor growing, sow seeds in a plant tray containing an artificial growing medium of peat
moss and perlite available at garden centers. Adding compost to the potting media at up to 25% of
total volume can reduce the need for fertilizers later and potentially encourage seed germination.
Enclose the seeded trays in a plastic bag and keep them at room temperature until seedlings begin
to emerge. Then, remove the plastic and transfer the trays to suitable growing areas.

Growing Your Own Transplants
Source: ID-128: Home Vegetable Gardening in Kentucky
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        The average windowsill is one location for growing plants, but it usually does not get enough
light. So, you have to use artificial light to supplement. Use cool white fluorescent lamps alone, a
mixture of cool white and warm white fluorescent lamps, or a mixture of cool white and plant growth
fluorescent lamps. Locate the lamps 5 to 10 inches from the foliage and operate them 12 to 18
hours/day. Be sure to keep seedlings cool enough (60° to 65°F) for strong, sturdy growth after they
germinate.
        Plants should be “hardened off ” about two weeks before planting them in the garden. That is,
you toughen the plants so that they can withstand the outside environment. To do so, begin exposing
them to lower temperatures. One way is to take your transplants outside in the daytime and bring
them in at night. However, don’t let them get caught in a frost. Reduce your watering and fertilizing
of transplants to help “hardening off ” about one week before transplanting. Do not let them dry out
and wilt, however.

Growing Your Own Transplants
Continued...

Moving Transplants to the Garden 
        Whether you buy plants or grow your own, the time comes to plant them outside. Transplanting
gives a plant more space to develop, but it will temporarily check growth, not stimulate it. Therefore,
for successful transplanting, try to interrupt plant growth as little as possible. In doing so, peat pots
give you an advantage, even though they are expensive, because they do not have to be removed.
Follow these eight steps when transplanting:

Transplant on a shady day in late afternoon or in early evening to prevent wilting.1.
Soak transplants’ roots thoroughly an hour or two before setting them in the garden.2.
Handle the plants carefully. Avoid disturbing the roots.3.
Dig a hole large enough to hold the roots. Set the plants to the lowest leaf at recommended spacings. Press
soil firmly around the roots. 

4.

Pour 1 cup of starter solution in the hole around the plant. Starter solutions are high analysis fertilizer
solutions for rapid transplant root development. To prepare, mix plant food with 15-30-15, 10-53-17 or
20-20-20 analysis at the rate of 2 Tbs/gallon of water. Any liquid organic fertilizer, like fish emulsion, can
also be used as a started solution by following the recommendations on the package.

5.

Put more soil around each plant, but leave a slight depression for water to collect. Break off any exposed
parts of peat pots so that they will not act as wicks and pull water out of the soil. 

6.

Shade the plants for a few days after transplanting on a very hot day by putting newspapers or cardboard
on their south sides. 

7.

Water the plants once or twice during the next week.8.





Please Call the Magoffin County
Extension office at 606-349-1236 to 

register for these classes

March 5th- Maple Syrup Basics **
5:30pm @ Magoffin County Extension Office

March 7th- Safe Cattle Handling **
5:30pm @ Magoffin County Extension Office

March 12th- Grafting Classes **
              12:00pm @ Magoffin County Ext. Office (Lunch & Learn)
               5:00 @ Magoffin County Extension Office

March 15th- Senior/ WIC Voucher Training (for Farmers
Market Vendors only) 

1:00pm @ Magoffin County Extension Office

March 21st- Beekeeping for Beginners **
5:30pm @ Magoffin County Extension Office

March 28th- Backyard Poultry **
5:30pm @ Magoffin County Extension Office

March
Programsmarked with** will qualifyfor CAIPEducation.

Upcoming Programming








